[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]



Sophocles (496-406 BCE)
[image: image5.jpg]HE TRIAL OF

Socrates, the
great philosopher,
took place in
Athens today. Our
reporter was at
the scene when
his sentence was
passed...

SOCRATES 1S TO DIE!
The jury of 501 men
has made its decision —
Socrates is guilty of not
believing in the state-
approved gods and of
leading young people
astray with his teaching.

Although he could
still flee from Athens,
Socrates has bravely, or
perhaps foolishly, decided
to kill himself by drinking
the juice of the deadly
hemlock plant.

Socrates, now in his
seventies, has always

In 399 B.C

the career of one of our greatest thinkers.

DEATH BY

POISON!

Hlustrated by CHRISTIAN HOOK

been interested in study.
in his youth, he gave up
his business affairs for the
world of ideas.

5]

He became famous
for his popular public
discussions, where he
would question someone
without mercy until he

had forced that person to
think for himself.
Socrates' aim was to
make people examine
everything. And in the
end, Athens's leaders felt
that he had become a
danger to the state.
Other thinkers have
been seen as a threat to
their government. But
none has ever
silenced by death. B

been

IDEAS DON'T DIE!

F COURSE, SOCRATES was not our country’s only
great thinker. There have been many brilliant scholars
throughout our history. The Greek News looks back at a
few of these great men of ideas.

W THALES

Born in Miletus before
600 B.C., Thales was one
of the first of our people
to ask whether the gods
were really responsible
for things like floods and
thunderstorms. Instead,
he looked for the causes
in nature.

H PLATO

Plato was an Athenian,
born around 429 B.C. He
was a follower of Socrates

and, like his hero, he
became a philosopher.
Plato used Socrates’
teachings to develop new
ideas about running city-
states and ruling people.
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® ARISTOTLE

Born near Macedonia in
384 B.C., Aristotle studied
under Plato at his famous

school in Athens. After
this, he became tutor
to a Macedonian prince
—the young Alexander
the Great.

Aristotle believed in
looking carefully at all
things to find out how
they work.

He studied everything
under the sun, from
animals that live in the
sea to how different
Greek cities organize
themselves.

., The Greek News reported the dramatic end to

i BITTER END: Socrates prepares to

drink a cup of deadly hemlock juice.

- The famous LlBRARY ]
_ at Alexandria wants y¢

our thousands of scientific and
historical manuscripts.

Greek learning.

| Apply to the ruler of Greek Egypt,
| at the Palace, Alexandria.

SRS THE GREEK NEWS —
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Socrates (469-399 BCE)


Plato (428-348 BCE)



Aristotle (384-322 BCE)

The Philosophers of Ancient Greece

Aim: Who were the philosophers of ancient Greece and what ideas did they contribute to their society?

Objective: Students will be introduced to the four main philosophers of ancient Greece (Sophocles, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle). Students will critically examine to notable quotations from each philosopher, asking what they felt the message of each idea meant. Next, students will write and share whether they agree with each of the philosophical thoughts. Lastly, students will read an article from a fictional newspaper that details the trial and ultimate death of Socrates.
Do Now: “We make war that we may live in peace”.
· What do you think this quotation means?

· What type of person do you think said it?

· Do you think it is possible to achieve this? Why or why not?
Fix Me:

Choose the sentence that is factually incorrect. Also, correct that sentence and all its facts.

a) Education in ancient Greece was important to some people, but not so important to others. 

b) Many Greeks used to be fishermen, because the land in Greece was not good for farming.

c) Greece is a peninsula, because its land is surrounded by water on three sides. 

d) The ancient Greeks believed in one God, who was name was Zeus, and he ruled from Heaven.

ELA Skill: Main idea/theme
Procedure: 

· Students will be arranged in a circle to model a Socratic seminar, where students will have the opportunity to share their thought.

· Each philosopher has two quotes on the student handout, and each will be analyze and students will either agree or disagree (and provide an explanation). Students will share their answers. 

· Teacher will repeat this process throughout the course of the seminar, making sure to get all students involved. Teach will also monitor the classroom to assess individual student work, making sure they support themselves when writing or giving verbal responses. 

· At teacher’s discretion, students can remain in a seminar forum, or return to their regular seating arrangement. 

· Students will be given ‘Death by Poison’, an article that describes why Socrates, one of the great thinkers of ancient Greece, was arrested, tried and eventually put to death. Students should read the article and complete the work independently. 

· Student work will be shared and discussed.

Follow Up/Closing: Students will have the opportunity to imagine themselves as a Greek philosopher in ancient times. Students are expected to include a picture/statue of your face (like the ones we’ve studied); 4 ideas that are important to you and you strongly believe in; an explanation how you would help ancient Greece and the people that live there.

Name________________________________________________________Date__________________
What Ideas Would You Contribute to Ancient Greece?

Directions: Imagine yourself as a philosopher and one of the great thinkers of ancient Greece.

 Be sure to include: 

· A picture/statue of your face (like the ones we’ve studied).

· 4 ideas that are important to you and you strongly believe in.

· An explanation how you would help ancient Greece and the people that live there.


How would your ideas (that you stated above) help the people of ancient Greece and the people that live there? Explain yourself!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“All a man's affairs become diseased when he wishes to cure evils by evils”. 








“I would prefer even to fail with honor than win by cheating”.








What do you think Sophocles means by this quote?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you agree/ disagree with Sophocles? Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








“I know that I am intelligent, because I know that I know nothing”.








“If all our problems were laid in one common heap where everyone must take an equal portion, most people would be content to take their own and leave”.








What do you think Socrates means by this quote?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you agree/ disagree with Socrates? Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








What do you think Sophocles means by this quote?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you agree/ disagree with Sophocles? Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








What do you think Socrates means by this quote?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you agree/ disagree with Socrates? Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








What do you think Plato means by this quote?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you agree/ disagree with Plato? Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








“Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools talk because they have to say something”.








“Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a harder battle”.





“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet”. 








“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit”.








What do you think Aristotle means by this quote?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you agree/ disagree with Aristotle? Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








What do you think Aristotle means by this quote?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you agree/ disagree with Aristotle? Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








What do you think Plato means by this quote?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


Do you agree/ disagree with Plato? Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








What word best describes how Greece’s leaders felt about Socrates.


Loving


Threatened


Hopeful


Beneficial


Explain your choice:


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Why do you think Greek leaders believed Socrates was dangerous? How could his teachings/ideas be dangerous?


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
































